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Whale site at Robson Bight 
needs protection —profs 



Two UVic geographers, while research¬ 
ing the effects of whale watching on 
Vancouver Island whales, have found 
that logging near killer whale marine 
reserves poses a greater and more press¬ 
ing threat to the cetaceans. 

Dr. Phil Dearden (Geography) and 
graduate student Dave Duffus, aided by 
grants from the World Wildlife Fund 
Canada and the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council, have 
been looking into the effects that whale¬ 


watching pleasure boaters, tour char¬ 
ters, researchers and cinematographers 
have had on populations of West Coast 
Gray and Johnstone Strait Killer 
Whales, over the past two years. The 
question has become particularly rele¬ 
vant with the rise of successful whale¬ 
watching tours and charters, 
increasingly seen as a key element in the 
development of the Island’s tourism 
industry. 

But, while watching the whale- 


UVic produces call-in radio 
programs for distance ed 


UVic is participating in a field trial with 
Knowledge Network to see how well 
radio might work as part of British 
Columbia’s open learning system. 

For the UVic contribution, the Univer¬ 
sity Extension Distance Education 
Group is developing four 30-minute 
interactive programs for broadcast 
across the province on Monday even¬ 
ings at 6:30 p.m. beginning March 14. In 
Victoria, the programs can be heard on 
cable FM 103.1. 

Other institution’s contributing pro¬ 
grams are UBC, Simon Fraser, Capi- 
lano College, the Open College and the 
Open University. 

“The programs produced by UVic are 
the only interactive programs in the ser¬ 
ies — that is, they incorporate listener 
call-in segments,” explains Lee Harri¬ 
son, one of the producers of the 
programs. 

UVic’s contributions are also unique 
in that they are designed for profes¬ 
sional development in education and 
health sciences. In the first two pro¬ 
grams, Dr. Norma Mickelson (Commun¬ 
ication and Social Foundations) will 
discuss the Whole Language approach 
to teaching in the elementary schools. 
When implementing this approach to 
language arts education, teachers build 
on a youngster’s own experiences and 
help students develop communication 
skills by applying what is known about 


how human beings learn to talk in 
infancy. The March 14 program is 
entitled Introducing Whole Lan¬ 
guage, and the March 21 program. 
Myths and Misconceptions about 
the Whole Language Approach. 

The other two programs are designed 
for health professionals. On April 11, 
Elaine Gallagher (school of Nursing) 
will present When Patients Choose to 
Die. This program focuses on patients’ 
right to make decisions about medical 
treatment Two patients will discuss 
their views on the right to choose death, 
posing interesting and potentially pro¬ 
vocative dilemmas for the medical team. 

On May 9, Gallagher will present To 
Move or Not to Move: Relocation 
Shock in the Elderly. In this program, 
she will explore her recent research on 
transfer trauma in the elderlv. 

The Knowledge Network is exploring 
radio as a distance education medium 
because it is less expensive to produce 
than television and it is more convenient 
for people to listen to in a variety of set¬ 
tings — as they’re cooking or driving 
home from work, for example. 

The radio pilot project is made up of 20 
programs and runs from Feb. 1 to June 
13. The programs are produced in co¬ 
operation with Vancouver Cooperative 
Radio. 


watchers, Dearden and Duffus became 
aware of a more immediate concern for 
the pods of Orcas which use the Robson 
Bight marine ecological reserve. 

The researchers are worried that log¬ 
ging in the watershed of the Tsitika 
River above Robson Bight could ruin 
“this site of global import.” 

Robson Bight is significant because 
the Orcas perform an unusual and 
poorly-understood set of behaviours 
there, hauling themselves out of the surf 
onto the rock-pebble beach, apparently 
to scratch their bodies. 

Scientists are unsure whether this 
beaching is simply an effort to scrape 
away parasites, or is part of some enig¬ 
matic behavior related to a vital survi¬ 
val function such as mating. Whatever 
the purpose of the Orcas’ inshore frolics, 
Dearden says Robson Bight “is the only 
site in the world where we know this 
rubbing is regularly taking place.” 

While studying the whale-watchers 
near the Robson Bight Orca population, 
the scientists became aware of plans by 
Western Forest Products Ltd. to log the 
forests upland of the marine ecological 
park. They have voiced their concerns to 
the provincial government that the log¬ 
ging is likely to cause siltation and 
debris to accumulate on the rubbing 
beaches. The sights and sounds of log¬ 
ging may disturb the shy whales, say 
Dearden and Duffus, and the roads used 
to log the land will provide easy access to 
tourists, who could previously gain 
access to the rubbing beaches only by 
water, and may further disturb the 
whales in their only sanctuary. 

The researchers are pressing for the 
creation of a sizeable upland buffer zone 
to surround the reserve, preventing land 
access and keeping the impact of log¬ 
ging to a minimum. Dearden and Duffus 


would prefer to see the whole Tsitika 
watershed—described as the last 
unlogged watershed on eastern Van¬ 
couver Island—in a pristine state. But, 
with logging already well underway, the 
two are willing to seek out a compromise 
which will restrict the forest harvesting 
to a safe distance from the 
internationally-cherished ecological 
reserve. 

“Whales have been shown to be sensi¬ 
tive to disturbance on the rubbing 
beaches,” says Dearden, arguing for the 
cetacean’s protection. “We would not be 
foregoing very much in terms of logging 
revenues to protect this site of global 
importance.” 

In addition to the aesthetic and envir¬ 
onmental reasons for protecting the 
Robson Bight whale site, Dearden 
points to bottom-line economic values 
which argue in favor of saving the area. 

“The Inside Passage is the most-used 
cruise ship route in the world ... (those 
tourists) don’t come to see logging,” says 
Dearden. 

Duffus, who has been conducting sur¬ 
veys of whale-watchers as part of his 
doctoral thesis, says pressure on the 
whales from water-borne visitors is 
already heavy. “Some days it’s like a 
flying circus.” 

“We would like to see the Ministry of 
Environment sponsor a management 
plan that is focussed on the whale- 
habitat association, rather than WFP’s 
logging demands. It seems the only way 
to bring that about is through the public 
and public interest groups like the Sierra 
Club,” he says. • 

Research into the impact of whale- 
watchers (“It’s like being chased by a 
lawn mower all day,” is how Dearden 
describes the effect on the whales) 
continues. 



Banff, an oil painting done by Peter Whyte in 1927, is part of The Adaskin Collection 
of Canadian art opening at the Maltwood Gallery this evening, Friday, March 4. 
Peter and Catherine Whyte*s paintings of Banff have special resonance for the 
Adaskins. ''Not only do they remind us of our dear friends Peter and Catherine,” 
says Murray Adaskin, "hut they also remind us of our time in Banff ... where we met, 
and where we got married.** The exhibition, part of The Adaskin Years: A Celebra¬ 
tion of Canada*s Arts, runs through March 27. 
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Improved nursing environment is aim of UVic study 


Nurses are the very model of supportive, 
competent caregivers, but who looks 
after the needs of nurses? Problems of 
understaffing, exhausting shift sche¬ 
dules, powerlessness and inadequate 
financial and professional recognition 
all contribute to create a difficult work 
environment for most nurses. 

Dr. Carolyn Attridge of the School of 
Nursing and Professor Marilyn Calla¬ 
han of the School of Social Work are 
conducting research aimed at improv¬ 
ing the quality of the nursing work 
environment. They have recently pub¬ 
lished Women in Women’s Work: 
Nurses’ Perspective of Quality 
Work Environments. This 100-page 
research report presents the results of a 
workshop they held at Cowichan Bay in 
1986. The workshop and publication 
were funded by a SSHRC Women and 
Work Strategic grant. 

Their research was informed by an 
awareness that most women still work 
in occupations traditionally identified 
as “women's work"—the clerical, ser¬ 
vice and helping professions, including 
nursing. The power and remuneration of 
people in these professions have 
increased little in spite of equal oppor¬ 


tunity and family support programs. 
Attridge and Callahan's work is aimed 
at addressing these problems by improv¬ 
ing the status of occupations tradition¬ 
ally held by women. 

At the three-day workshop, 20 partici¬ 
pants, including nurses and experts in 
nursing, women's issues and group pro¬ 
cesses, deliberated on nursing's view of 
a quality workplace and how it could be 
achieved. 

They identified 53 items related to the 
quality of the nursing work environ¬ 
ment. The ranking that participants 
gave these items was enlightening. The 
most important factors were collegial 
relationships. For a quality nursing 
environment, it was recognized that col¬ 
leagues must be supportive, amiable, 
enthusiastic, competent and committed. 

Clear, open, and effective intraorgani- 
zational communication networks were 
identified as the second most important 
factor, followed by adequate staffing 
levels for the number of patients and the 
acuity of their needs. The ability to func¬ 
tion autonomously was also identified 
as very important for a quality nursing 
environment. 

Appropriate salary and benefits fol- 


$5,000 Gardner Award offered 
for health care for the elderly 


Students of Psychology, Social Work, 
Nursing, Public Administration and 
Health Information Science are invited 
to a reception on March 19, to obtain 
information about the Gardner Award 
offered by the Juan de Fuca Hospital 
Foundation. 

The reception, from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the UVic Faculty Club, is being 
held to encourage students to learn 
about the $5,000 award offered in honor 
of Ruth Gardner, and to meet Juan de 
Fuca Foundation and Hospital person¬ 
nel and past award winners. 

Ruth Gardner was a Victoria psychol¬ 
ogist and social worker who devoted her 
life to helping others, and supported sev¬ 
eral young people in the achievement of 
their educational goals. 

The award will offer the successful 


candidate the opportunity to undertake 
a research or practical project concern¬ 
ing the provision of health care for the 
elderly. It is offered annually to one or 
more UVic students at both the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. 

The successful candidate(s) will carry 
out their project under the supervision of 
both a faculty and a hospital advisor, at 
the 480 bed multi-unit extended care 
facility which makes up Juan de Fuca 
Hospitals. 

Deadline for applications is May 31, 
with more information available at the 
March 9 wine and cheese reception, from 
participating departments at UVic, or 
from Joan Sedgwick, Administrator, 
Juan de Fuca Hospitals, 1450 Hillside 
Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 2B7. 



Faculty and staff members are being sought to 
billet visiting high school students from Mon¬ 
mouth School in Wales this month (March) on 
the 28. 29 and 30. Dr. Bruce Howe (School of 
Physical Education) explains that the students, 
approximately 17 and 18 years old, are coming 
to Victoria for a soccer game against UVic’s 
junior rugby team. Howe would appreciate 
hearing from people at UVic, particularly those 
in family settings, who would like to welcome 
the young soccer players Into their homes dur¬ 
ing their visit. For further information, please 
contact Howe at local 8383. 
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Faculty 
pension plan 
makes 

good recovery 

The December 11,1987 issue of the Ring 
reported that by the end of November 
the University Pension Plan had earned 
2.65 per cent, significantly below aver¬ 
age for the plan. The poor showing was a 
direct result of the stock market crash of 
Oct. 19. Final figures for 1987 reveal a 
far better return, thanks to a very good 
recovery in December. 

John Levey, Secretary to the Board of 
Pension Trustees, now reports an over¬ 
all percentage gain in 6.7 per cent 
from Jan. 1, 1987 to the end of Dec. 
1987. Levey cautions that the distribu¬ 
tion to members can be different than 
the overall gain. 

The University Pension Plan for 
faculty and administrative and aca¬ 
demic professional staff differs from the 
pension plan for members of the CUPE 
locals on campus. Says Levey of the 
CUPE plan, “The employee's final pen¬ 
sion is the result of years of service and 
final earnings. Present plan reserves are 
more than adequate to meet promises to 
pay future pensions." 

Figures for the first quarter of 1988 
will not be available until late spring. 


lowed these other factors in order of 
importance for the workshop partici¬ 
pants. In fact, the implementation of 
many of the items identified as neces¬ 
sary for a quality working environment 
could entail few additional expenditures. 

Another enlightening finding arose 
when the researchers compared their 
results with other studies of quality 
work environment factors—most of 
which were based on male populations. 
The nursing study identified all the fac¬ 
tors represented in a major conceptuali¬ 
zation based on such prior studies. But 
the nurses identified and stressed sev¬ 
eral items not included in the previous 
framework. These included the resource 
base (people, equipment, time, space, 
money) and certain organizational char¬ 
acteristics (such as good communica¬ 
tions, clear philosophy and purpose, and 
accountability). Attridge and Callahan 
suggest that these findings reflect the 
position of nurses at the crucial interface 
between the health care delivery system 
and the patient, and the pressures 
nurses bear when resources are scarce 
and organizational processes fail. 

Issues of power and powerlessness 
were also examined by the participants. 


They reported that they were most likely 
to feel powerless when unable to apply 
their knowledge or when expected to do 
work for which they had insufficient 
knowledge. They were most likely to feel 
powerful when their knowledge was soli¬ 
cited by more powerful colleagues and 
they were recognized for their expertise. 

The participants easily generated a 
list of strategies to improve the quality 
of the nursing working environment. 
Most of these strategies were pragmatic 
and did not involve direct challenges to 
existing authority. They were aimed at 
correcting injustices in the system 
rather than punishing more powerful 
colleagues. 

Attridge and Callahan are presently 
preparing grant application submis¬ 
sions to further their work. They have 
received a small grant from the Nursing 
Administrators Association of B.C. to 
begin to replicate their findings. “This is 
a critical indication of the nursing 
administrators' strong interest in 
improving work environments for 
nurses in B.C.," explains Attridge. 

Women in Women’s Work is availa¬ 
ble at $7.00 a copy from the School of 
Social Work. 



Going to the University Centre Cafeteria on a special holiday can provide an 
especially bright spot in the day for regular patrons. On the Friday before Valen¬ 
tine's Day this year, the cafeteria staff went all out to celebrate the romantic 
occasion, serving heart-shaped egg burgers, pink sandwiches, and heart-shaped 
jellos, while costuming themselves in red heart-shaped aprons. “We all had great 
fun. It's giving us pleasure to give our customers a break from everyday routine," 
says Ulla Spech, supervisorof the cafeteria for Food Services. Pictured above during 
Valentine's Day festivities are staff members (left to right, back) Olive, Lee, Mike, 
Muriel, Helena, Yvonne, Jackie and Ulla, and (front row) Donna, Dagmar and 
Margaret. Watch out for St. Patrick's Day, and Easter!" Ulla adds. 


NSERC sponsors workshop 
on technology transfer 


A free workshop to encourage 
university-industry collaboration, spon¬ 
sored by the Natural Sciences and Engi¬ 
neering Research Council and hosted by 
UVic, will be held at Dunsmuir Lodge 
March 9. 

The workshop has been announced by 
Dr. Alan C. Frosst, Assistant Vice- 
President, Research Services, at McMas- 
ter University. Frosst has been on 
research leave at UVic since September 
investigating the interactions between 
university and industry toward technol¬ 
ogy transfer. 


He is co-ordinating and participating 
in NSERC-sponsored workshops across 
Western Canada to encourage 
university-industry collaboration. 

Frosst is co-operating with Dr. Arthur 
May, NSERC President, in promoting 
opportunities for university and indus¬ 
try through NSERC's University- 
Industry “Matching Funds" program. 

The March 9 workshop is for both uni¬ 
versity and industrial participants, and 
begins at 8:30 a.m. Registration can be 
made through the Office of Research 
Administration, local 7973. 


Donations sought for plant sale 


The University Garden Friends are 
seeking donations of plants from indi¬ 
viduals interested in supporting the 
Garden Friend's annual plant sale to be 
held Sunday, May 1. 

Because of traditional heavy public 
resonse to the annual sale, the Garden 
Friends are seeking donations of a wide 
variety of plants from the public. 

Funds raised from the sale support 
and maintain the University Gardens 
on the UVic campus. 

Plants which will be available for sale 


include: house plants; fuschias, gerani¬ 
ums, hanging baskets; alpines; peren¬ 
nials; rhododendrons; shrubs; herbs and 
vegetables. This year, a specialists' 
table will be set up. 

Individuals interested in making 
donations are asked to telephone Agnes 
Lynnat 721-0634 or Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kennedy at 592-2970. 

The plant sale runs from 10:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 1 at 
UVic's Old Gym. 
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Professors guide international development of neuropsychology 



Spreen 


UVic faculty members Dean Louis 
David Costa and Dr. Ottfried Spreen are 
heading Canadian and international 
neuropsychological societies, 
respectively. 

The Canadian Psychological Associa¬ 
tion has called Dean Louis David Costa 
to a six-year leadership role in neuropsy¬ 
chology. Costa, head of the Faculty of 
Arts and Science, is finishing the first of 
his two preparatory years as chairman- 
elect of the association’s Clinical Neu¬ 
ropsychology Section. In June, 1989, he 
will assume the two-year chairmanship, 
to be followed by two additional years of 
consultation as past-chairman. 

The Canadian Psychological Associa¬ 
tion represents scientific, academic, and 
professional groups of psychologists. 


m 



Costa 


Costa and the University of Ottawa’s 
Prof. Donald Stuss, current chairman of 
the Clinical Neuropsychology Section, 
started the division just two years ago. It 
has grown into the association’s largest. 

“The section’s goal is to foster recogni¬ 
tion of clinical neuropsychology as a 
specialty area,” says Costa. He chairs a 
committee to write guidelines for intern¬ 
ship and post-doctoral program accredi¬ 
tation. While individual credentialling 
is a provincial matter, “The committee 
hopes to create consumer guidelines 
which will be useful across Canada.” 

The committee also will share its con¬ 
clusions with the American Psychologi¬ 
cal Association as the Americans 
establish standards for their own profes¬ 
sionals. The process of establishing 


standards for the new discipline is going 
on world-wide. 

Costa has contributed chapters to two 
books dealing with the professionaliza¬ 
tion of neuropsychologists. He edits the 
Journal of Clinical and Experimen¬ 
tal Neuropsychology sponsored by 
the International Neuropsychological 
Society and is associate editor of The 
Clinical Neuropsychologist, a jour¬ 
nal produced by Swets Publishing 
Service. 

Costa played a major role in the devel¬ 
opment of the Division of Clinical Neu¬ 
ropsychology in the American 
Psychological Association before com¬ 
ing to Canada. His long-term goal is the 
recognition of a variety of specialties 
within psychology. So far clinical psy¬ 
chology is the only specialty recognized 
by the Canadian Psychological 
Association. 

The specialty of clinical neuropsychol¬ 
ogy deals with the behavioral conse¬ 
quences of nervous system related 
disorders. The disorders appear through 
trauma, strokes, tumours, alcoholism, 
dementing diseases such as Alzhei¬ 
mer’s, the cognitive changes of AIDS, 
and other diseases that effect the ner¬ 
vous system. 

The UVic graduate program in neu¬ 
ropsychology directed by Dr. Roger 
Graves is the largest in North America 
and possibly the world. Its seven faculty 
members can give students comprehen¬ 
sive training, diversity of courses, and 
experience which are not possible in 
schools which maintain the more 
widely-found number of two or three 
faculty positions. Students from all over 
the world—Australia, Germany, Swit¬ 
zerland, the U.S., and Turkey—attend 
for the calibre of training which is attrib¬ 
utable in part to the influence of Costa 
and Dr. Otfried Spreen. 

Spreen has just entered his presidency 


year in a three-year commitment to lead¬ 
ership of the International Neuropsy¬ 
chological Society. “I feel (working with 
societies) brings recognition of our pro¬ 
gram. All our faculty are well-known in 
the field, too. We have a very visible pro¬ 
gram. I think people know about it. The 
benefits overlap into graduate student 
applications. We accept six or eight 
applicants each year, but we get up to a 
hundred applications.” 

Leadership in professional societies 
also relates UVic to other clinical and 
training institutions. “We have a series 
of guest speakers as an indirect benefit 
of recognition. The annual UVic Neu¬ 
ropsychology Workshop draws 200-250 
people in the field and related work from 
around the northwestern region.” 

The society’s North American branch 
will hold its next meeting in February, 
1989, in Vancouver. Spreen plans to 
invite participants back to Victoria for a 
seminar, discussion, and tour. Since 
approximately 25 members of the 
society are former UVic students, the 
event could become something of a 
homecoming. 

His term of office will emphasize find¬ 
ing an affiliation with the 2,400-member 
society for Australian an South Ameri¬ 
can groups. 

And, says Spreen, “Dr. Costa and I are 
playing with the idea of having a compu¬ 
ter research exchange for the society 
and for UVic.” 


Beck article— 
correction 

The recent bequest of approxi¬ 
mately $300,000 came firom the 
estate of Mrs. Margaret Beck, not 
Dr. Richard Beck as stated in 
The Ring article of Feb. 5,1988. 




Profs take stand in debate 


Editor, The Ring 

The February 19 edition of The Ring carried 
both a story on the Board of Governor’s recent 
decision to reject a recommendation from 
Senate that the term ‘chairman’ be replaced by 
‘chair’ and a letter from Mr. Paul Baker, a 
member of Senate who finds the Board’s deci¬ 
sion ridiculous and urges the University com¬ 
munity to “engage in some Lilliputian acts of 
civil disobedience ALWAYS use the 

gender-neutral term ‘Chair’, where approp¬ 
riate; correct others who do not.” It seems to 
me that Mr. Baker’s suggestion is more silly 
than Lilliputian. 

The problem lies in his assumption that 
‘chairman’ is an example of sexist language, an 
assumption based on a false etymology. That 
is. It Is assumed that the suffix ‘man’ necessarily 
refers only to males because In some contexts 
the word ‘man’ does. Jacques Barzun, writing 
critically about the unhappy fad for ‘person’ in 
general (e.g. ‘my personal opinion’, as though 
one also held Impersonal ones), advances two 
origins for the suffix ‘man’. One of them, which I 
have not found supported elsewhere, is Latin 
manus ‘hand’, incidentally a word of feminine 
gender. The other is the Germanic root man, 
which has derivatives in many languages. It is 
quite clear that in Old English man had two 
distinct meanings, ‘adult male’ and ‘human 
being’, and that the latter meaning was pre¬ 
dominant. The meaning ‘human being’ con¬ 
tinues to be predominant in some languages 
related to English (e.g. German niemand and 
man, as in “Man spricht Deutsch”). In English, 
the predominance has been lost, and selection 
between the meanings depends upon context. 
The suffix ‘man’, with which we are chiefly con¬ 
cerned here, also occurs in related languages 
— ‘seaman’, for example, has cognates in 
Dutch and German at least. The form is cer¬ 
tainly very old in English. Indeed, in Old Eng¬ 
lish, at the time man most commonly meant 
‘human being’, the sexually differentiated 
words were both formed with ‘man’ as suffix. 


One of them, wefman, has become our word 
‘woman’ as well. The word ‘chairman’ is of 
course of much more recent origin. The OED 
gives the first example from the mid- 
seventeenth century. None of the examples 
cited under the meaning ‘presiding officer’ ref¬ 
ers exclusively to males. Contemporary with 
the first appearance of ‘chairman’ there is a 
very clear example in the works of Hobbes of 
‘man’ being used with explicit reference to both 
male and female human beings. This shows, at 
the very least, that the more general meaning 
‘human being’ was regarded as available at the 
time when ‘chairman’ was Introduced. 

In short, it seems clear that the evidence does 
not support the claim that ‘chairman’ is inher¬ 
ently sexist. It is not a word, that is, like ‘hus¬ 
band’ or ‘lady’, that clearly refers to persons of 
only one sex. It belongs instead to the class of 
words that Includes such titles as ‘admiral’, 
‘prime minister’, and the like, words that in a 
male-dominated society may refer to positions 
more-or-less exclusively occupied by males 
but from which women are not excluded simply 
by the nature of the word Itself. The false ety¬ 
mology has obscured the distinction but Is 
without effect on the available meaning of the 
word. 

Usage, of course, is quite a different matter 
from etymology. If I am not mistaken, many of 
those who oppose the use of ‘chairman’ are not 
much concerned about the original meaning of 
man back In the days of Beowulf. Their concern 
is witITIhe effects of widespread belief in the 
false etymology. That is, to the extent that peo¬ 
ple believe, even falsely, that ‘chairman’ means 
‘a presiding officer who in the normal course of 
things ought to be a male’, they are likely to 
shape their lives in conformity with this belief, 
saying to themselves, when the question of a 
chairmanship arises, things such as, “Oh, I 
couldn’t really be a chairman. I’m a woman;” or 
“Elizabeth may know more about the business, 
but I should be Chairman. I’m the senior male 
around here.” It should be emphasised 
that the above argument from linguistic evi¬ 
dence does not address this question at ail, nor 
does acceptance of It necessarily imply a lack 


of concern over the problems created by 
widespread belief in the false etymology. 

I am convinced that we can better advance in 
the direction of a genuinely non-discrimatory 
society by seeing to it that decisions affecting 
people’s lives and careers are taken purely on 
the basis of directly relevant criteria than by 
imposing lists of unnecessary taboos. By 
developing an aspect of the word ‘chairman’ 
that has always been inherent in it but neg¬ 
lected by a male-dominated society, that it can 
refer to females just as well as to males, we are 
developing what Is potential In our language 
rather than banishing from It what has been 
misunderstood. If there are people who think 
that ‘chairman’ properly refers to males rather 
than females, our role as educators ought 
surely to be to point out that they are mistaken, 
rather than to shape our own usage to make it 
accord with their ignorance. If we are not pre¬ 
pared to act on this basis, perhaps the Biology 
Department should be advertising for a ‘crea¬ 
tion scientist’. Moreover, to ban ‘chairman’ 
simply for the sake of avoiding unintended 
offense really makes the whole question insol¬ 
uble, for many people are offended by all the 
proposed alternatives to it, such as ‘chairper¬ 
son’, and if we are to avoid offense we must ban 
all these terms as well. 

At the heart of my own resistance to ‘chair¬ 
person’ and ‘chair’ is my conviction that the 
language already has a perfectly suitable word 
that means ‘presiding officer of either sex’; that 
word Is ‘chairman’. Languages do add to their 
vocabularies constantly, and not infrequently 
be developing unnecessary synonyms for 
words already in existence. But I think we have 
to look at the way in which ‘chairperson’, in 
particular, is being introduced and the signifi¬ 
cance that its use has come to have. It seems to 
me to have become a kind of badge by which 
one demonstrates that one is on the right side. 
Hence, the debate over its use becomes a battle 
between good and evil In which you win or lose 
depending upon whether or not you get the 
other person to put on the badge and in which 
you can’t really be considered on the side of 
good unless you wear the badge yourself. This 


doesn’t strike me as a rational activity. What is 
worse, it drains energy and attention from our 
real goal, seeing that all people are treated 
justly and without reference to irrelevant char¬ 
acteristics such as sex. As someone who was 
arguing for this sort of justice long before it 
became fashionable, and who long ago elimi¬ 
nated genuinely sexist language (such as ‘wife* 
in contexts where the appropriate word would 
be ‘spouse’, etc.) from his usage, I naturally 
resent the suggestion that unless I adopt some¬ 
one else’s unnecessary barbarism I am some¬ 
how falling to support sexual equality. 

To sum up, I am more astonished at the 
Board’s display of good sense than I am 
impressed by Mr. Baker’s call for a display of 
Lilliputian folly. My advice to him is: when in 
doubt, examine the relevant evidence and rea¬ 
son carefully from it; correct others who do not 
Yours Very Truly 
Daniel Bryant, Chairman 
Department of Pacific and Asian Studies 


Edit, The Ring 

In your issue of February 19, you printed a 
letter from a colleague who had been dismayed 
by the BOG’s rejection of the gender-neutral 
term “Chair.” After expressing laudable senti¬ 
ments about the perils of sexism and ageism, 
the writer then exploded his own argument by 
identifying himself as “Alumnus and Senator.” 

Holy Hercules! There can’t be many words 
less gender-neutral than “alumnus,” which 
bristles with Latin second-declension mascu¬ 
linity. In the context of that letter, there can’t be 
many terms more offensive than “senator,” 
which denotes (precisely) “a male who per¬ 
forms an active role In a group of old men.” Talk 
about sexism and ageism! 

As we set out to reform the English language, 
let’s not limit the crusade to cleaning up our 
Germanic heritage. We’d better put our Latin 
house in order, too. 

Sincerely, 

Peter L. Smith 
Alumnum and Profess of Classics 


y< . . 
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PUBLIC LECTURES 
AND SEMINARS 
Friday, March 4,1988 

10:30 a.m. The Department of Computer 
Science is holding a colloquium on “Parallel 
Computational Geometry” with speaker Dr. 
Ivan Stojmenovic of the University of Miami. 

E Hut 132. 

2:00 p.m. The UVIc Environmental Studies 
Students Association with assistance from a 
Green Gold Grant from the Canadian Coun¬ 
cil for Forest Ministers presents a field trip to 
Coldstream Provincial Park, led by Chris 
Maser, old-growth forest specialist. Gold- 
stream Provincial Park. 

2:30 p.m. The Department of Anthropology 
presents Professor Charles F. Keyes of the 
University of Washington speaking on 
“Recent Research in Northern Thailand”. 
Cornett B135. 

Monday, March 7, 1988 
11:30 a.m. The French Language and Litera¬ 
ture Department presents Pierre Nepveu of 
the University of Montreal speaking on 
“Identite et plurallsme ethnique et culture! 
dans la litterature quebecoise des annees 
80.” Clearihue A307. 

8:00 p.m. The Creative Writing Department 
presents a reading by internationally 
acclaimed poet, critic and story writer Miriam 
Waddington. Begbie 159. Part of The Adas- 
kin Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

8:15 p.m. “The Changing Nature of Memory 
in Adulthood” is the title a lecture by Dr. 
David Hultsch, Dept, of Psychology. Begbie 
159. $2 at the door, students free. For further 
Information call 592-2202. 

Tuesday, March 8,1988 
1:30 p.m. The Department of English present 
Dr. Shyamal Bagchee of the University of 
Alberta speaking on “Thoughts on the Struc¬ 
ture of a Very Uncomplex Word: The Uses of 
Things’”. Clearihue D132. 

Wednesday, March 9,1988 
7:30-9:00 p.m. The Faculty of Law presents a 
panel discussion entitled “Affirmative Action 
for Women: Special Treatment or Neces¬ 
sity?” with Norma Mickelson, Chair; Mary 
Eberts, Lansdowne Lecturer; Oksana Exell, 
Director of Provincial Affairs, Canadian Fed¬ 
eration of Independent Business; and Joan 
Grant, Employment Manager, B.C. Tel. Cof¬ 
fee to follow. 

Thursday, March 10, 1988 

11:30 a.m. French Language and Literature 
presents Madeleine Gagnon of the University 
of Quebec at Montreal reading from a 
selection of her own works. Clearihue A303. 

Friday, March 11, 1988 
11:30 p.m. The French Language and litera¬ 
ture Department presents Jacqueline Vis- 
wanathan of Simon Fraser University 
speaking on "Vision d’Anna by Marie-Claire 

Monday, March 14, 1988 
8:00 p.m. The Creative Writing Department 
presents a reading by Governor General’s 
Award winning poet and editor Al Purdy. 
Begbie 159. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

Wednesday, March 16, 1987 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Committee on Alternatives for 
B.C. Presentation/Discussion Series on “The 
Politics of Empowerment” concludes with 
The Green Party — Victoria Chapter, Central 
America Support Committee, and The World 
Federalists. Clearihue C305. 

8:00 p.m. Mavor Moore, actor, playwright, 
producer, public servant, speaking on “Criti¬ 
cal Condition: Music & Arts Criticism 
Today”. Elliott 168. Part of The Adaskin 
Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

Thursday, March 17, 1988 
11:00 a.m. The Department of Chemistry 
presents A.J. Carty, University of Waterloo, 
giving a seminar on “Polynuclear Phosphide 
and Phosphidyl Complexes: Donor Effects 
of Oxo Ligands”. Elliott 162. 

11:30 a.m. The Department of English is 
pleased to announce that Dr. Lionel Adey 
will be speaking on “Who Said the Renais¬ 


sance Never Happened? C.S. Lewis and 
Humanism”. Clearihue D132. 

7:30-9:30 p.m. UVic Extension together with 
VIDEA and the North-South Institute are 
sponsoring a series of four Thursday evening 
lectures from February 25th until March 17th. 
This evening’s topic is “Legal Aspects of 
AIDS”, with speaker Professor Donald G. 
Casswell. Series $16, individual lectures $6. 
Begbie 159. 

Thursday, March 19, 1988 
11:00 a.m. The Department of Chemistry 
presents Allen J. Bard, University of Texas at 
Austin, In a seminar on “Solar Energy 
Conversion through Photoelectrochemistry 
at Semiconductors”. 

3:30 p.m. The Anthropology Department 
presents Professor Donald Mitchell speaking 
on “Interpreting the Pattern: Queen Charlotte 
Strait Prehistory.” Cornett A125. 

7:30-9:30 p.m. UVic Extension together with 
VIDEA and the North-South Institute are 
sponsoring a series of four Thursday evening 
lectures from February 25th until March 17th. 
This evening’s topic is “Tourism and the 
Developing World”, with panelists Roger 
Young and Dr. James Boutilier and modera¬ 
tor Dr. Marc Bell. Series $16, individual 
lectures $6. Begbie 159. 

Monday, March 21, 1988 
8:00 p.m. The Creative Writing Department 
presents a reading by Governor General’s 
Award winning novelist and poet Adele 
Wiseman. Begbie 159. Part of The Adaskin 
Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

8:15 p.m. “Canadian Cities are Different From 
American Cities” Is the title of a lecture by Dr. 
Michael Goldberg, Faculty of Commerce, 
UBC. Begbie 159. $2 at the door, students are 
free. For further information call 592-2202. 

Wednesday, March 23,1988 
8:00 p.m. Eli Bornstejn, visual artist and 
educator speaks. Begbie 159. Part of The 
Adaskin Years, A Celebration of Canada’s 
Arts, presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

OTHER EVENTS 

Through March 5, 1988 

The Second Canadian Business History Con¬ 
ference Sponsored by the Department of 
History and the Social Science & Humanities 
Research Council. The Coast Harbour Tow¬ 
ers. Registration through Conference Servi¬ 
ces, University of Victoria. For information 
phone Sylvia Coles, 721-8749. 

Friday, March 4, 1988 

7:00-9:30 p.m. Limited seats are available for 
the keynote speech of a weekend conference 
on “The Future Forest: Developing Vision of 
Tomorrow”. Pre-registration only required. 
MacLaurin A144. 

Tuesday, March 8, 1988 
7:00 p.m. Five Fine Arts Shorts. “Gallery: A 
View of Time”, “The World of David Milne”, 
“Eskimo Artist — Kenojuak”, “Portrait of the 
Artist As an Qld Lady”, “Ladies and 
Gentlemen ... Mr. Leonard Cohen”. Cine- 
centa. Student Union Building. Admission 
$2.50/2.00. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Ceiebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

9:15 p.m. Dramatic Features. Films on aliena¬ 
tion. “Very Nice, Very Nice”; “21-87”; “23 
Skidoo”; “Nobody Waved Goodbye”. Cine- 
centa. Student Union Building. Admission 
$2.50/$2.00. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

Tuesday, March 15, 1988 
7:00 p.m. The Subject is Canada. “Helicopter 
Canada”, the country from the air. “Count¬ 
down Canada”, Canada joins the U.S. Cine- 
centa. Student Union Building. Admission 
$2.50/$2.00. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

9:15 p.m. Dramatic Features. “The Romance 
of Transportation in Canada”, a whimsical 
look. “What on Earth!”, automobiles Inhabit 
the planet. “The Ernie Game”, an alienated 
youth lives life as a game. Cinecenta, 

Student Union Building. Admission 
$2.50/$2.00. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 


Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

Tuesday, March 22, 1988 
7:00 p.m. Dramatic Features. “Lonely Boy”, a 
candid look at Paul Anka. “Going Down the 
Road,” Marltimers seek their fortune In 
Toronto. Cinecenta, Student Union Building. 
Admission $2.50/2.00. Part of The Adaskin 
Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

9:15 p.m. Dramatic Features. “Skin Deep”, 
contrasts a protester’s high ideals and her 
private life. “Mon Qncle Antoine”, life in a 
small Quebec mining town. Cinecenta, Stu¬ 
dent Union Building. Admission $2.50/$2.00. 
Part of The Adaskin Years, A Celebration of 
Canada’s Arts, presented by the Faculty of 
Fine Arts, University of Victoria. 

PHOENIX THEATRE 
March 8 through March 11, 1988 
12:30 p.m. “Final Farce” by Barry Yzereef. 
Phoenix Theatre. Admission $4. Student 
Union Building. Admission $2.50/$2.00. Part 
of The Adaskin Years, A Celebration of 
Canada’s Arts, presented by the Faculty of 
Fine Arts, University of Victoria. 

March 17 through 26, 1988 
8:00 p.m. The Phoenix Theatre presents 
“West Side Story.” A classic fn Musical 
Theatre, West Side Story Is the retelling of 
the Romeo and Juliet story with the tragic 
love affair between Tony and Maria. This 
famous musical concerns rival teenage 
gangs in New York City In the late 1950’s. 
This musical will sell out, so purchase your 
season tickets now and be guaranteed a seat 
for this and ail of our other shows this 
season! John Krich, Director and Dale McIn¬ 
tosh, Musical Director. Dinner Theatre even¬ 
ings March 23 and 24. Matinee performance 
March 26. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Through March 27, 1988 The Maltwood Art 
Museum and Gallery features “The Hugh Le 
Caine Collection of Electronic Musical Instru¬ 
ments. Part of The Adaskin Years, A Celebra¬ 
tion of Canada’s Arts, presented by the Faculty 
of Fine Arts, University of Victoria. 

Through March 27, 1988 The McPherson 
Library Gallery presents “The Adaskin Years: 
A Celebration of Canadian Arts.” Part of The 
Adaskin Years, A Celebration of Canada’s 
Arts, presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

March 4 through March 27, 1988 the Malt¬ 
wood Arts Museum and Gallery features 
“The Frances and Murray Adaskin Collection 
of Canadian Art”. This collection of over 129 
paintings and drawings chronicles major 
Canadian artists. Part of The Adaskin Years, 
A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

MUSIC 

12:30 p.m. Friday music featuring voice 
students. Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 
8:00 p.m. Friday music featuring voice stu¬ 
dents. Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 

8:00 p.m. “Gala Tribute to the Adaskins.” 

UVic QRchestra, George Corwin, Conductor; 
with Susan Garrie and Chaterine Lewis, 
sopranos; Bernard Turgeon, baritone. Pre¬ 
miere of works by Adaskin and his former 
student Rod Sharman. University Centre. 
Reserved seating. Student/Seniors $6; Adults 
$8; Patrons $50 (includes reception and 
dinner). Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

Sunday, March 6, 1988 
2:30 p.m. Faculty Recital featuring Alexandra 
Pohran, oboe; Michael Lyons, clarinets Kath¬ 
erine McLean, bassoon; Bruce Vogt, piano. 
Works by Coulthard, Fleming, Louie, Mil¬ 
haud, Szekely, Weinzwelg. Recital Hall, 
MacLaurin Building. Admission $5/$3. Part of 
The Adaskin Years, A Celebration of Cana¬ 
da’s Arts, presented by the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, University of Victoria. 

Monday, March 7, 1988 

8:00 p.m. B. Mus. Recital. Mark Ferris, violin. 

Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 

Wednesday, March 9, 1988 
8:00 p.m. Degree Recital. Works by graduat¬ 
ing students in the School of Music’s 


composition program: Claire Friesen (M. 
Mus.) “Flamingo Fallout”, John Wright (B. 
Mus.) “Broken Windows”. Recital Hall, 
MacLaurin Building. 

Friday, March 11, 1988 
12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic. 

8:00 p.m. UVic Big Band with Ian McDougall, 
conductor. In a program of selections 
chosen by Murray Adaskin including Stra¬ 
vinsky’s “Ebony Concerto”. University Centre 
Auditorium. Part of The Adaskin Years, A 
Celebration of Canada’s Arts, presented by 
the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of 
Victoria. 

Saturday, March 12, 1988 
8:00 p.m. UVic Sonic Lab, Martin Arnold, 
Director. Canadian contemporary music by 
Stephen Parkinson, Martin Arnold, Mark 
Ellestad and Rod Sharman. Recital Hall, 
MacLaurin Building. Part of The Adaskin 
Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

Sunday, March 13, 1988 
2:30 p.m. Student Recital. Canadian Music 
for Voice. Works by Adaskin, Archer, Beck¬ 
with, Coulthard, Daunais, Garant, Kenins, 
Papineau-Couture, Schafer, Willan. Recital 
Hall, MacLaurin Building. Part of The Adas¬ 
kin Years, A Celebration of Canada’s Arts, 
presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
University of Victoria. 

Monday, March 14, 1988 

8:00 p.m. B. Mus. Recital. Karen Luniw, 

piano. Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 

Wednesday, March 16, 1988 

8:00 p.m. M. Mus. Recital. Peter Caton, cello. 

Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 

Friday, March 18, 1988 
8:00 p.m. UVic Wind Ensemble, George 
Corwin, Conductor, with guest artist Gordon 
Clements, saxophone. Works by Persichetti, 
Bennett, Hanson, Vaughan Williams, Sousa. 
University Centre Auditorium. 

Monday, March 21, 1988 
12:30 p.m. University of Washington Chorale, 
Joan Conlon, conductor. Recital Hall, 
MacLaurin Building. 

8:00 p.m. B. Mus. Recital. Greg Caisley, 
piano. Recital Hall, MacLaurin Building. 

LANDSDOWNE LECTURES 

Tuesday, March 8, 1988 
7:30 p.m. Ms. Mary Eberts of the University 
of Toronto will speak on “Equality Rights 
and Wrongs”. Begbie 159. 

Monday, March 14, 1988 
3:30 p.m. Professor Malcolm S. Longair, 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, speaks on 
“The Problems of Galaxy Formation.” Elliott 
168 

8:00 p.m. Dr. John Swift of the City of 
Birmingham Polytechnic speaks on “For 
Better or for Worse: The British Influence on 
Art Education.” MacLaurin A168. 

Tuesday, March 15, 1988 
7:30 p.m. Professor Malcolm S. Longair, 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, speaks on 
“A New View of the Universe.” Begbie 159. 

Thursday, March 17, 1988 
1:30 p.m. Professor Malcolm S. Longair, 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, speaks on 
“The Cosmological Evolution of the Radio 
Source Population.” Elliott 166. 

8:00 p.m., Marcia Hafif of New York Univer¬ 
sity and Hunter College, New York speaks 
on “The Bad and the Beautiful.” University 
Centre A180. 

Monday, March 21, 1988 
3:30 p.m. Professor Maybury-Lewis of Har¬ 
vard University speaks on “The Attraction of 
Qpposites: Thought and Society in a Dualis- 
tic Mode.” Cornett B112. 

Tuesday, March 22, 1988 
8:00 p.m. Professor Maybury-Lewis of Har¬ 
vard University speaks on “A New World 
Dilemma: The Indian Question in Latin 
America.” Cornett B112. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Wednesday, March 9, 1988 
7:30 p.m Dr. Mike Bolte of the Dominion 
Astrophysical Qbservatory will speak on 
“Blue Stragglers: Stars that Live too Long” a 
meeting of the Royal Astronomical Society 
of Canada. Elliott 061. 
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